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At first glance this looks like an easy course, but the 

length, occasional hazards and ever-present canyon 

that is OB, ensures that this is no snap. Be ready to 

play, this one will eventually grind you down. 
 

 

Hole by Hole Descriptions 

Indoor Hall of Fame ï Torrey Pines South 

Top View and Out of Bounds Lines 

 

Major events held: 

Buick Invitational 

US Open 2008 

 

Notable Champions: 

Tiger Woods won his first start of the season for the fourth time in 11 seasons on the PGA Tour here. He 

became the first player in Buick Invitational history to win the tournament four times (1999, 2003, '05, '06), the 

fifth different tournament he has captured four times. Made an 8-foot birdie on 72nd hole to get into a three-

man playoff with Jose Maria Olazabal and Nathan Green. Green was eliminated after first hole, Olazabal on the 

second. Improved playoff record to 9-1. Has nine top-10s, including six top-threes, in nine appearances at 

Torrey Pines. 

 

Other notable winners: John Daly in 2004 nearly holes out a bunker shot on No. 18 on the 1st hole of sudden 

death, defeats local stand-out Chris Riley and the European Luke Donald.  

With another top 10 showing in 2006, three-time winner Phil Mickelson (1993, 2000, 2001) shows why he 

loves playing at Torrey Pines. Other recent winners include:  

Jose Olazabal (2002) 

Scott Simpson (1998) 

Mark O'Meara  (1997) 

Davis Love III  (1996) 

 

The Junior World Golf Championship held each July at Torrey Pines attracts the best junior golfers in the 

world.  Past junior champions, along with Tiger and Phil, include Ernie Els, Nick Price, John Cook, Craig 

Stadler, Corey Pavin, Laura Baugh, and Amy Alcott. 

 

Par: 36+36=72 
 

Outdoor Course Record: not available 

 

TCB Indoor Difficulty Ratings and Rankings  

 Rating out of 20 Ranking (1
st
 is hardest) 

Front 9 13.5 29
th
  

Back 9 14.0 40
th
  

18 Holes 13.5 16
th
  

 

Website: www.torreypinesgolfcourse.com/ 

 

Other Websites: http://www.pgatour.com/tournaments/r004/course.html 

Built : 1957 

Designed: William F. Bell 

Re-Designed: David Rainville 1975 

http://www.torreypinesgolfcourse.com/
http://www.pgatour.com/tournaments/r004/course.html


Re-Designed: Stephen Halsey/Jack Daray Jnr 1988 

Signature Hole:  

 

Notes: Restored and completely re-vamped for the 2002 Buick Invitational, the South Course at Torrey Pines 

has attracted the undivided attention of the USGA. Torrey Pines and the city of San Diego hosted the 2008 US 

Open. This is one of the top-rated golf facilities in the San Diego area. It offers two regulation eighteen hole 

courses. The designs of these courses are similar to Pebble Beach. The South Course is longer and more 

difficult, while the North Course is more scenic. The fairways on both courses are somewhat tight and lined 

with deep rough. The fast greens are medium-sized. Both courses host the PGA Tour's Buick Invitational of 

California each February and hosted the 2008 US Open. 

 



Hole by hole descriptions 

No1 Par 4 

Looks relatively open but the length and the prevailing sea breeze mean this is a 

brut. Be ready to play before teeing it up here at what is a tough starting hole. 

Bunkers left and right off the tee, semi-elevated, bunkered green which are both 

a common feature in this Rees Jones renovated Torrey Pines South. Stay on the 

left side off the tee for a better angle to the green, which is slanted to favour a 

faded approach. 

 
 

No2 Par 4 

Take a breath here as the torturous length of No1 is relieved somewhat with the 

more sedate length of No2. Accuracy off the tee is the key to this short par-4. 

Consider a 3-metal, instead of driver. Again, bunkers on either side of the 

fairway will catch the errant drive. The two-tiered green is protected left and 

right and is narrow at the entrance. If the pin is in the front, a smart, conservative 

player might play just short of the green to take the bunkers out of play. It's 

easier to chip up and one-putt than to two-putt for par from the back of the green. 
 

 

No3 Par 3 

A thing of beauty. Dramatic change in elevation produces a lot of hang-time, so 

be careful with the wind. Aiming a bit right won't hurt. There is a generous bail-

out area there. Beware any pin locations on the left side of the green. The wind 

and slope will push any wayward shots Out of Bounds. Play to the middle of the 

green is the smart option. If you pull your tee shot (right to left) it's a certain 5 (at 

least) on your card. 

  
No4 Par 4 

After three holes you are probably thinking; Torrey Pines South - not THAT 

tough. Well, here it starts to get serious. A long par-4, mostly into the wind, 

cliffs on the left, bunkers right. Green perched on a cliff. A simple, great golf 

hole. A drive slightly left is a bit better than right, particularly if the rough is not 

too long, just beware of the OB running down the left not far away. The two-

tiered green is well protected front and left. You might consider running your 

approach up the hill to the right of the green, taking advantage of the slope of the 

terrain. Make a par here and it'll feel like a birdie. This is the only hole at Torrey 

Pines South next to the ocean in its entirety.  

No5 Par 4 

Straightaway medium length par-4, once more bunkers protect either side of the 

fairway and green. Hit the fairway and a par is within reasonable reach. You may 

get a bit of help from the wind. No mysteries here. What You See Is What You 

Get. 

 
No6 Par 5 

A serious dog-leg. Donôt mess with the OB down the right side without checking 

the distance required and the wind. The safe play is down the left but leaves 

longer shots for the second. Don't get too greedy trying to cut the corner, as your 

ball may end up in the canyon bordering the entire right side. The ever present 

up-slope in front of most greens does not help in running up your ball on the 

green, if you decide to go for it with the second shot. Worst case you'll be short, 

or in one of the greenside bunkers. The green is tricky, with small undulations 

and tiers. At this hole the course begins to meander its way inland.  



No7 Par 4 

Another tough par-4. Aim to the right edge of the fairway bunker on the left side. 

The slope of the land will bring the ball back towards the centre. Too far right 

off the tee will make it impossible to reach the green in regulation. Just too many 

trees there. The approach to the green favours a fade (for a back pin). Bail-out 

area is on the left side. 

 

No8 Par 3 

Interesting par-3, wind on your back to a slightly elevated green. Still, it plays a 

half to a full club longer. The green is wide but shallow, and protected by a 

vicious bunker in the front and s sneaky bunker in the back. So short and long is 

not good. Miss it right or left and you will still have a chance to make your par. 

Correct clubbing is the key to this hole. 

 

No9 Par 5 

Another breather. A chance to take one back. Not a very difficult hole, but still 

demanding a good tee shot to set it all up. More "beach" on either side of fairway 

and green. A soft draw is the right approach shot for a back pin. Running up a 

second shot is possible but made difficult by the upslope in the front. Birdie here 

if you are after a score. 

 

 

No10 Par 4 

Here Torrey Pines South begins its route back towards the Pacific. It's not a 

difficult hole, but could become complicated if the drive is not accurate. Just like 

on the 2nd hole, you may want to use a 3-metal off the tee to place the ball on 

the fairway and avoiding the fairway bunkers that, once more, defend this hole 

on either side of the fairway. The green is also bunkered on both sides, but the 

approach, usually a short iron, should not be too hard. A two-tiered green breaks 

mostly towards the ocean. 

 

No11 Par 3 

From the back tees this hole requires a solid tee shot to avoid a well positioned 

lateral pond. Watch the wind which will make the hole play even longer than the 

distance posted. Dead into the teeth of the ocean breeze. It's a long iron shot to a 

well bunkered, tiered green.  

 



No12 Par 4 

Another monster par-4. Long and also into the wind. You have to drive it long 

and straight, then have a very accurate long iron shot (or fairway metal) into a 

semi-elevated green. Just a slight miss on the approach and you'll have to blast 

out a deep bunker. More of a par four and a half than a par 4. Don't feel too bad 

if you walk away with a bogey here. Toughest hole at Torrey Pines South. 

 

 
No13 Par 5 

A tight tee shot to a narrow fairway. Once your first shot is away concentrate on 

positioning your second. Anything hit down the left will be swallowed by the 

clump of trees 100 metres away from the green to the left of a deep swale that 

ensures a blind third shot to the green. If you donôt avoid these trees take your 

medicine and get back in play before taking on the green. Usually downwind, 

very inviting to bombing the ball off the tee which may lead to over swinging 

and blocking, resulting in a push-slice. That's probably why the bunkering is 

only on the right side of the fairway. The second shot, if not going for the green, 

is just as important. The green is protected in the front right and left by three 

rows of tiered bunkers. There is also a bunker behind the green to catch airmails. 

Crucial in this hole is to pick the right club from the bottom of the swale to reach 

and hold the green. It's usually one more club, in spite of the favourable wind. 

 

No14 Par 4 

A gentle dog-leg left with some risk-reward choices off the tee, and a green 

heavily guarded by a canyon wildlife on the left side and back. And, more 

bunkering. The approach is the key here. Just put the ball in play off the tee, and 

then be very accurate on club selection for your second shot. You can't miss the 

green anywhere but short. A pin back right will make sure that only the daring 

ones will get the birdie. A popular par-4 on Torrey Pines South. 

 

No15 Par 4 

The only non-par-3 at Torrey Pines South that is not defended by fairway 

bunkering. Interesting fact. They may have run out of sand, or something. Just 

the usual right and left greenside bunkers protect this hole. Not too long from the 

regular tees, but a bit of work is required if played from the back. The fairway is 

not very wide, and more forgiving to those shots missing right. The entire left 

side is populated by large eucalyptus trees. Not a lot of personality this hole, but 

you still have to deal with it. 

 

No16 Par 3 

Last par-3 in the layout. Usually the wind is a factor, either in your face, or from 

the right side. Similarly to its brother, the 11th hole, this hole demands a long 

iron and is well bunkered on either side. There is little room for error if the pin is 

cut in the narrower lower tier. The green widens from front to back, thus 

providing for a larger margin of error if the hole is cut towards the back. 

 



No17 Par 4 

Medium-length par-4, guarded by trees and a canyon all along the left side. In 

2001, Phil Mickelson bounced his tee shot off one of these trees to make the 

fairway, still made double-bogey but it was good enough to beat Frank 

Lickliter's triple-bogey at the playoff to win the Buick Invitational. Only one 

large fairway bunker on the right. The green is somewhat more elevated than it 

seems, so taking half to one more club for the approach will ensure you hit the 

wide green. Keep it right off the tee. 

 
No18 Par 5 

Australian Bruce Devlin has the pond in front of this green named after him 

(Devlinôs Billabong) after he lost the 1975 tournament with a 10 on this hole 

after finding the pond several times to go from a 3 shot lead to miss the title. OB 

waits all the way down the right hand side so a right to left shape is required off 

the tee to avoid a poorly positioned tree at the tees. This par-5 hole, however no 

longer realistically poses the same risk reward these days as the going for the 

green in two shots is pretty much suicidal. Heavy bunkering on either side of the 

fairway will punish anything but a prefect drive. And even then, the undulations 

on the fairway may make it nearly impossible to strike with solid contact a 

fairway metal. Devlin's Billabong lurks farther ahead, in front of the green, 

threatening to gobble up whatever comes its way. A safe second shot, if you still 

decide to go for it, is to aim at the narrow passageway between the pond and the 

greenside bunker. From there, dry land, a birdie is still a possibility. 

 

 

 



Top View and Out of Bounds Lines 
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