
Alberta Canada Banff Springs 

 

Spectacular with fairways lined by Pine trees and 

surrounded by snow capped mountains. Stay away 

from the trees at all costs. 

 

Hole by Hole Descriptions 

Indoor Hall of Fame ï Banff Springs 

 

Major events held: not available 

 

Notable Champions: not available 
 

Indoor Par: 36+35=71 
 

Outdoor Course Record: not available 

 

TCB I ndoor Difficulty Ratings and Rankings 

 

 
Rating out 

of 20 

Ranking 

(1
st
 is hardest) 

Front 9 13.0 77
th
 

Back 9 15.0 19
th
 

18 Holes 13.5 23
rd
 

 
Website: www.banffspringsgolfclub.com/ 
 

Other Websites: http://www.fairmontgolfhotelsandresorts.com/the_fairmont_banff_springs/golf_fairmont.htm  

http://www.fairmont.com/banffsprings/Recreation/Golf  

 

Built:  1927 

 

 

Designed:  Stanley Thompson 

Type:  Forested 

Green Fees:  $200 or $125 off season 

Signature Hole:  4
th
 Devils Cauldron 

 

Notes: Masterpiece is the only word adequate to describe Banff Springs. Set along the Bow River and 

surrounded by three massive mountains Banff Springs is postcard perfect. The most memorable of the holes 

was purely the work of nature. An avalanche in 1927 created the glacial lake that is now a centrepiece to the 

signature 4
th
 hole. Golf Magazine ranks it among the worldôs four best. From the elevated tee set on a 

granite shelf above the green, the setting is perfect. Aesthetics aside, the lake that fronts the green is a 

menace to shots left short, and the six greenside bunkers, which protect the green, add to the challenge. 

Banff Springs is by no means a one-hole show though, in fact, it boasts a back nine with one of the great 

stretches of holes in Canada. When an extra nine holes were added in 1989, the clubhouse was relocated to 

the centre of the property. What were once the 1
st
 and 18

th
 holes are now the 14

th
 and 15

th
, thus taking the 

opening and closing challenges & moving them to the middle of a key stretch of holes.  

http://www.banffspringsgolfclub.com/
http://www.fairmontgolfhotelsandresorts.com/the_fairmont_banff_springs/golf_fairmont.htm
http://www.fairmont.com/banffsprings/Recreation/Golf


Hole by hole descriptions 

No1 par 4 
Thick forest to the right on the opening hole means players should tee up down the left 
side where there is little trouble. The adjacent fairway is in play and isnôt a bad result 
depending upon pin placement. Adjust your alignment before teeing off. The opening hole 
on Rundle nine requires an accurate tee shot between the trees on the right and the 
fairway bunkers and mounds to the left. A good drive to the right centre of the fairway will 
leave an open shot with a short iron to a gradually sloping green. The green has two 
slopes, one at the front and the other back left. The rest of the green slopes gradually 
from right to left.  
 

Indoor Rating 6/10  
No2 par 3 
The false front on this green causes many golfers to leave it short, so take plenty of club. 
Watch the trees to the left. This should be just a mid-iron shot. 
Shooting to an upward sloping green that is elevated and well trapped, a 5 or 6 iron is 
proper club unless pin is at extreme back of green. Using one extra club here is 
recommended however, being below the pin on tee shot will help your putting. Green 
slopes from back to front with a sharp incline in first 30 feet. Downhill or side hill putts can 
be tricky.  
 

Indoor Rating 6/10  
No3 par 5  
This hole looks a bit narrow off the tee and the trees line both sides of the fairway just to 
keep your attention. The hole sweeps to the right after the tee shot so keep it left or hit it 
long right. Second shot can be laid up short left side leaving a short pitch to a green with 
bunkers left. Long hitters may try for green in two, but must play a left to right shot around 
the side hill. Pin placement on this green can make putting and chipping difficult. The long 
undulating green has a lower tier at the back and a slope from right to left along the right 
side.  
 
Indoor Rating 7/10  
No4 par 3    
Signature. This hole made the top 18 holes in the world. The Devilôs Cauldron is truly a 
special hole. The strategy here is simple; play to the centre of the green. With trouble 
literally encircling the green, this is the only smart play. If you must miss, miss left. The 
main trouble indoors is the water so if you end up in a bunker you still should be looking at 
par. 'Devil's Cauldron' is nice to look at, but don't get too distracted. A tough tee shot from 
an elevated tee must carry the glacial lake to a small bowl green. A steep bank runs in the 
front of the green so don't be short. The bowl green will funnel most tee shots to the 
middle of the green. Pay attention to the slopes towards the front when judging putting 
speed.  
 

Indoor Rating 7/10 
 

No5 par 4 
This is a tough hole for short hitters. Again tree lined left and right but best to keep it left 
off the tee unless you can hit it to the bend down the right.  
Demanding dogleg left with fairway traps on the right and left side. Drive to upper fairway 
tier will leave an approach shot to the angled green guarded by several sand traps. The 
green is long and has a lower tier in front. Subtle breaks in the back on the green will 
make putting a challenge.  
 
Indoor Rating 8/10 

 

No6 par 4 
A tree lined fairway but with a little more room to move left and right off the tee if you 
arenôt accurate. 5 Bunkers protect the green. Short par 4, open fairway for a tee shot may 
require a long iron or fairway wood so you have a full iron shot to the small elevated 
green. Try to keep your approach shot to the well-bunkered green short of the pin. The 
green slopes from back to front that will make all putts from above the hole a slippery 
proposition.  

 
Indoor Rating 7/10 

 



No7 par 5 
Long drive needed if you have any desires on reaching in two shots. Get your score 
moving on this hole and try and maintain the momentum before you reach the 
backstretch. A long par 5, tee shot should be kept right to avoid fairway bunker. The 
second shot can be played short of fairway traps leaving a short iron to green or played 
over traps leaving a short pitch shot. Big hitters can go for the well-trapped green in 
two. The green is long and funnels toward the middle through the entire length. A gradual 
slope from front to back.  
 

Indoor Rating 7/10 
 

No8 par 3 
This hole has another short water carry. Club selection is critical so check that wind. Long 
is much better than anything short. The 8th hole is the first of seven holes played into the 
wind. This short par 3 over water is played to a green surrounded by trouble. Hitting a low 
trajectory shot to the left centre of the green is the safest shot. The green has a ridge 
through the centre from front to back with the right side sloping toward the water.  

 
Indoor Rating 5/10 

 
No9 par 5 
The ninth is a unique par five; relatively short, the dogleg right dares the player to 
challenge the right side. The problem is the waste area, which runs the length of the right 
side and makes for difficult recovery shots. The Bow River runs along the right side all the 
way to the green, but it should not come into play except for the odd wild shot. Start with a 
solid tee shot down the left side and birdie is a real possibility before a difficult stretch of 
holes. 
Target your tee shot to the left centre to avoid the gully on the right. If laying up on second 
shot make sure you stay short of middle fairway trap. If going for the green, play your shot 
a little left of the pin as the green slopes right.  
Beware of the large slope from left to right on the green. Any putt from above the hole will 
be very fast as the grain also points toward the river.  

 
Indoor Rating 8/10 

 

No10 par 3 
The 10

th
 through 15

th
 deserve special mention as one of the great stretches of holes in 

Canada. Each holeôs difficulty is usually accentuated by the prevailing wind, which makes 
all these holes play longer, especially the two long par threes. The 10

th
 offers a small area 

to run the shot in if a player wishes to challenge the Bow River, which protects both front 
and right. The large green is fairly receptive, but can also leave you with some of the 
longest putts on the course. Bail out left into the bunker if needed. This long par 3 requires 
a very demanding shot to a green protected by a large bunker to the left and water in front 
and to the right. Make sure to use enough club as wind is usually head-on. Once you have 
reached the green, a relatively large, flat putting surface welcomes you. There is a small 
slope to the right back of the green that can cause some difficulty.  
 

Indoor Rating 8/10 

 

 

No11 par 4 
This hole may be deceptive from a simple look at the scorecard. Still requires two full 
shots to reach the green when the wind is up. The hole is the best chance at par, so take 
full advantage.  
Play tee shot over the traps left side to avoid the gully, a sand trap, and pesky fairway tree 
on the right. Then, a mid iron, depending on the wind, to a well trapped green. The gully in 
front make approach shot deceiving. Don't be short. The green is surrounded by several 
sand traps, but once on the putting surface you will enjoy a flat green at last.  
 

Indoor Rating 7/10 
 



No12 par 4 
The 12

th
 is one of three long par fours that highlight this six-hole stretch. The fairway 

bunkers left are not a bad play indoors as the water right is definitely not the play. The first 
glimpses of the grand hotel become visible on this hole, and it is a dramatic sight. Target 
area is left centre of fairway on the difficult par 4 usually into the wind. The approach is 
difficult to a narrow green protected by bunkers left and the Bow River to the right. The 
wind and the pin placement will both affect your choice of club. This green has a lower tier 
at the front and slopes generally back to front.  
 

Indoor Rating 8/10 

 

No13 par 3 
The 13th is the second long par three in four holes. There is plenty of room in front of this 
large green.  The key is to keep it straight and avoid the bunkers, which are some of the 
nastiest on the course. Take special note of the wind speed and direction. Another long 
par 3 requires an accurate tee shot with a long iron or fairway wood. Several large 
bunkers and mounds loom left and right of the green. Pin placement will determine club 
selection. This green slopes again from back to front which funnels most approach shots 
inward.  

 
Indoor Rating 8/10 

 
No14 par 4 
Both brutal and beautiful. This dogleg right was the closing hole before the re-organisation 
in 1989. This is evident with the hotel acting as a backdrop and the river sweeping down 
the right. The 14

th
 is the hardest hole on the course, and if the wind and length are not 

enough, the green is one of Banffôs most treacherous. If hitting it into the water isnôt bad 
enough it is also OB. 
Possibly the best par 4 on the course where par is a great score. Target area is left 
centre, 250 yards out over several fairway traps. This leaves an open shot to the green 
with a long iron depending on the wind and pin placement.  
Avoiding the sand traps to the front right and the deep bunkers to the left and rear of this 
green is very favourable to your score here. The green slopes left to right and up toward 
back.  

 
Indoor Rating 8/10 

 

No15 par 4 
The 15

th
 is a great follow-up to the menacing 14

th. 
 Elevated tee helps you down the 

fairway; this hole was originally the first hole.  The Spray River cuts across in front of the 
tee and the valley lies below and beyond. Avoid the thick trees left by keeping your tee 
shot out to the right. After a successful tee shot the hole is less challenging, but it still 
requires a well struck second shot at the left side of the green.  
Tee shot over a creek should be hit from right to left to the target area, centre fairway, 250 
yards from the tee. This leaves open second shot to an undulating green guarded by traps 
right, left, and back.  
The green slopes upward at the back and has many other undulations. Watch for putts 
that break two and even three times.  
 
Indoor Rating 7/10 

 

No16 par 4  
Tree lined fairway that narrows noticeably at the landing zone. Align right and draw it 
around the bunkers for an ideal approach shot. Dogleg left. Aim tee shot over fairway 
bunker or to the right with a draw. Approach shot is to tiered green with several traps short 
and to the right. The green is tiered from front centre to back with a ridge along the front 
edge.  

 
Indoor Rating 7/10 

 



No17 par 4 
Another challenge on the back 9. If you can hit a reasonable tee shot the landing zone is 
significantly wider than that of the 16

th
. A draw is again the best-shaped shot off the tee. 

Tee shot should be played down the right side to allow for an open shot to the green. A 
large trap front left of green makes approach shot difficult if pin is left. Use a short iron or 
wedge and try to keep the ball below the hole.  The large slope from back to front make all 
putts from the back difficult. Uphill putts make good birdie opportunities.  
Indoor Rating 7/10 

 
No18 Par 5 
The closing hole is the only par five on the back nine, and even though it measures as 
extremely long, the wind is usually helping. The 18

th
 is the best birdie opportunity on the 

back 9 if the clusters of fairway bunkers in the lay-up area and the trees on the dogleg are 
avoided. Big hitters will want to take on the bunkers at the dogleg to get a shot at the 
green in two. Avoid the road and O.B. right. A tee shot left leaves a shot over fairway traps 
in good position to pitch to green. Avoid right side, as bunkers, mounds can ruin your 
score.  
The 2 tiers and the extreme slope toward the front will challenge even the best. Putts 
uphill are slow, and downhill are treacherous.  

 
Indoor Rating 7/10  

 



 

      

 
 

 

 
  

 

    

 

 


